40                        THE PRESBYTERIANS'

It is likewise true, nor will it be denied; that when the
King was possessed of the English crown; and the remainder
of the quarrel was left to be decided in this kingdom; the
Presbyterians wisely chose to join with the Protestant army,
rather than with that of King James their old friend, whose
affairs were then in a manner desperate. They were wise
enough to know, that this kingdom, divided against itself,
could never prevail against the united power of England.
They fought pro arts et fods / for their estates and religion ;
which latter will never suffer so much by the Church of
England as by that of Rome, where they are counted
heretics as well as we: and consequently they have no
other game to play. But, what merit they can build upon
having joined with a Protestant army, under a King they
acknowledged, to defend their own liberties and properties
against a Popish enemy under an abdicated King; is, I
confess to me absolutely inconceivable; and I believe will
equally be so for ever, to any reasonable man.

When these sectaries were several years ago making the
same attempt for abolishing the Test, many groundless
reports were industriously and seasonably spread, of an
invasion threatened by the Pretender on the north of
Ireland. At which time the Presbyterians in their pamph-
lets, argued in a menacing manner, that if the Pretender
should invade those parts of the kingdom, where the
numbers and estates of dissenters chiefly lay; they would
sit still, and let us fight our own battles;1 since they were to
reap no advantage, whichever side should be victors. If
this were the course they intended to take in such a case ;
I should desire to know, how they could contrive safely to
stand neuters, otherwise than by a compact with the Pre-
tender and his army, to support their neutrality, and protect
them against the forces of the Crown ? This is a necessary
supposition; because they must otherwise have inevitably
been a prey to both. However, by this frank declaration,

1 See the poem, reprinted by Monck Mason {"History of St. Patrick's,"
p. 388 note), entitled:

"The Grunters' request
To take off the Test,"

In which the poet advises his " lauds " to " faight y'er ain battel." [T. S.J